FAST
FORWARD
FIFTY
YEARS:

Imagine what the world could look

like with Scots at the helm. Headlines
transform from problems to solutions.
Apathy turns to action. Light is shed

on some of the most difficult challenges.
We've imagined what it will take to meet
the future and we're ready to get started.

Together, we can make the world brighter.
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we turn the page on Macalester’s 150th anniversary, I'm reflecting on
the incredible year we had—full of celebration, learning, joy, and a whole

lot of pride! My heart is full of gratitude for the countless people who have nurtured
and shaped Macalester over the past 150 years. You all are part of our rich story,
and I see this legacy in action every single day.

This year, I've been continually inspired by the spark within our community.

We tackle tough challenges with curiosity, turn big ideas into action, and show up
with unwavering belief in our shared mission to create a more just and peaceful
world. Across generations and across continents, you support each other and make
Macalester stronger every day. I see it all around me—on campus, in the classroom,

and in our strategic plan. Students, faculty, staff, alumni, and friends of the college are
working together to make Mac even more irresistible to future generations of students.

We're taking the next step to deliver on our strategic plan’s commitments.
We're launching Brighter, a bold and ambitious fundraising campaign
designed to set Macalester up for success for another 150 years (more
details on page 14). This campaign has been shaped by feedback
and ideas from so many of you, and I'm grateful to

everyone who has already helped focus Brighter
on what matters most—the student journey—
and created early momentum through

your generosity and support.

I can't wait to see where we go from
here and all that we'll accomplish
together in the coming years.
Thank you for being a key

part of Macalester’s

bright future!

Yours,
Dr. Suzanne M. Rivera
President

,E See how we
"
celebrated our
. sesquicentennial.
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What began as a research project during Juan
Pineda’s sophomore year became an internship
during study away in Copenhagen, led to an honors
project on therapeutic targets for ALS, and became
an offer from Harvard as a post-doctoral candidate.
Typical, for a Scot. They leave Macalester prepared
and they leave having received countless hours

of help from everyone around them—advisors,
mentors, job coaches, professors, friends. That
support adds up to a job offer, an acceptance letter,
a robust plan of action after Commencement. On
average over ninety percent of graduating seniors
are employed in their chosen field, attending
graduate school, interning or on fellowships, or in

the Peace Corps six months after Commencement:

22.5 <-7.6

Million dollars specifically earmarked

Million dollars given by 8,292
donors during our last fiscal year
to support students like Juan.

for financial aid. We're one of sixty-six
colleges in the country—of more than
four thousand—that meet 100 percent
of admitted students’ demonstrated
financial need.
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The Ruth Stricker Dayton Campus Center was renovated during the summer as part of
Macalester’s strategic plan. In response to student input, the renovated facility features more
social gathering spaces for students and expanded seating in Café Mac, the main dining hall.
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FINDING HOME

Five hundred and sixty new students arrived on campus in fall 2024. Friendships blossomed
in places that said stay awhile. Memories were made and new ideas came to life, creating a
caring community of learners, thinkers, and doers. It matters where you live and where you

learn. That's why we're putting efforts into creating spaces that make it easy to do both.

View our comprehensive campus plan.
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WHAT HAPPENS
ON CAMPUS
LEAVES CAMPUS

At Macalester, learning isn't anchored to a classroom
or an address. We bring those learnings into
neighborhoods, organizations, and businesses
throughout the Twin Cities. Our students work

with community partners, and what happens

during that time is something they create together.
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Yes, Macalester students are busy in
the Twin Cities, but they also explore
other communities through study
away programs and our own Live It
Fund grants. What they learn gives
them a better understanding of their
place in the world and how to be good

citizens wherever they go.

Joanna Zeng '24 (left) and Merel Adriaanse ‘25 led Caring for Carers,

a project at the Dulabhatorn Foundation in Chiang Mai, Thailand.
There, they helped caregivers of children with disabilities by rebuilding
community and support networks, empowering caregivers to value
their work and well-being.
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You've just read an article about nuclear proliferation.
The expert? A Macalester professor. On NBC Nightly
News is another Mac professor talking about gentle
parenting. Next up? A professor who is leading a team
of students to Norway through a grant to study climate

change.

When our students enter a classroom, they're being

T

taught by creative and thoughtful scholars who love
teaching. Here, the doors are open and because of that,

minds are opened wider.

Read more about faculty in the news.

11.9 73 200+

Million dollars in grants Percentage of students Faculty offices with an
awarded to faculty from who have had a mentored empty chair just waiting
eighty different funders research experience or an for the next student to
over the past five years internship while arrive

at Macalester
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In 2024, 512 remarkable graduates
stepped into their future. Among them,
Fulbright Scholars, authors of honors
projects, researchers, entrepreneurs,
performers, athletes, changemakers—
graduates whose aim is to bring those
Macalester values and that Macalester
spark to all of the places they land.
Although the world may not be ready
for them, they are ready for the world.

First-year students who received donor-funded startup stipends to cover expenses
beyond tuition, room, and board—think winter coats, bedding, or classroom supplies.
We want everyone who is admitted to Macalester to graduate from Macalester.
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Scots are lifelong learners. For 150 years, our community has been engaged
in asking questions and talking through solutions to thorny problem:s.
During our sesquicentennial year, alumni gathered across the nation

and the world to contemplate topics like expanding access to

education, improving environmental sustainability, and what
it means to be a changemaker.

s s S —
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721

Number of alumni
who volunteered at
Mac last year—speaking
in a class, mentoring
a student, hosting an
event, etc.

MacConnect is the
perfect place to
remain engaged with
Macalester: sign up to
volunteer, find events,
submit class notes, and
engage with students
and fellow alumni.
(Haven't checked it out?

Follow the QR code.)
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W H AT I F we imagined

headlines far different from
the ones we see today? What
if big ideas were given the
support to flourish?

Together, we can make the

world BRIGHTER.

Let's start at 1600 Grand.




*PPORTUNITY

Let’'s make a
Macalester education
possible for the most
talented and diverse
students from around
the world.

The life-changing impact of a Macalester
education—and the world-changing
impact that our students go on to create—
all depends on getting here in the first
place and having the support to make

the most of the experience.

Davis United World College
Scholars gathered in the fall.
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DISTINCTIOﬁ

Let's give every Mac
student the fullest and
most transformative
experience in and
beyond the classroom.

We're doubling down on the strengths that
make a Macalester education uniquely
powerful. That begins with supporting

the work of our incredible faculty. It also
means investing in high-impact learning
experiences like internships, mentored
research, community engagement, and
study away. With our new campaign,
we're saying: These experiences aren't
extras. They're a core part of what a

Mac education should be, and every
student should have one or more of these

experiences during their time here.

If water is considered an amenity, are some people
benefiting while others bear the risks? This question drives
the summer research of Environmental Studies Professor
Anika Bratt and her students.
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%VIRONMENT

Let's give every
student the support,
the facilities, and the
connections they need
to thrive.

Our residential campus in the heart

of the Twin Cities is one of Mac's deep
and distinctive strengths, and a key to
our future. Our new Residence Hall and
Welcome Center will become a new front

door to campus.

View the construction plans.
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Tomorrow’s challenges require the ability
to see clearly, think deeply, and act boldly.
To bridge differences and build connections.
To spark change and take action.

This is the work our students are

preparing to take on every day. And our
duty as an institution—and community—

is to support them as fully as we can.

That's the charge we’re taking on with
Brighter: The Macalester College Campaign.

There’'s no better investment than
our students. The spark they bring.
The change they’ll lead. The brighter
world they’ll help create.
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$250

30,000+

To learn more about the
campaign, scan the code or
visit macalester.edu/brighter.
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