
NEW TENURE-TRACK HIRES  
2023–2024

Suhas Arehalli,  
Mathematics, Statistics,  
and Computer Science 

B.S., UC San Diego 

Ph.D., Johns Hopkins University

Computational Linguistics, Sentence Processing, 

Natural Language Processing

Sumeet Patwardhan, 
Philosophy 

B.A., The University of North Carolina at 

Chapel Hill 

M.A., The University of Michigan - Ann Arbor 

Ph.D., The University of Michigan - Ann Arbor

Moral, Social, and Political Philosophy  

(including Feminist Philosophy)

Emily First,  
Geology 

B.S., University of Georgia

Ph.D., University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa

Igneous Petrology, Mineralogy,  

Volcanology, Planetary Science

Myrl Beam,  
Women’s, Gender, and  

Sexuality Studies 

B.A., Oberlin College 

Ph.D., University of Minnesota

Feminist Studies, Queer and Trans Theory, Racial 

Capitalism, Cultural Studies, Oral HIstory, Critical 

Theory, Public Humanities, Community Engagement

Lela Pierce, 
Art and Art History 

B.A., Macalester College 

MFA, University of Minnesota, Twin Cities

Interdisciplinary Art, Sculpture,  

Installation, Performance, Painting

Jill Fish,  
Psychology 

B.A., Niagara University 

M.S., University at Buffalo 

Ph.D., University of Minnesota

Counseling Psychology, Indigenous Health,  

Well-Being, Identity Development

Stotra Chakrabarti,  
Biology 

B.S., Presidency College, Kolkata 

M.S., Wildlife Institute of India 

Ph.D., Forest Research Institute University

Sexual-selection and Conflict in Large Mammals, 

Carnivore Sociality and Behavior, Animal Personalities, 

Human-carnivore Interactions, Computational Ecology

Randy Reyes,  
Theater and Dance 

University of Utah  

The Juilliard School

Directing, Acting, Theater History,  

Asian American Theater

Jean-Marie Maddux,  
Psychology 

B.S., Binghamton University 

M.A., Johns Hopkins University 

Ph.D., Johns Hopkins University

Behavioral Neuroscience, Behavioral Pharmacology: 

Associative learning, motivation, incentive salience, 

addiction

Rothin Datta,  
Political Science 

B.A., Macalester College 

M.A., Johns Hopkins University 

Ph.D., Johns Hopkins University*  
*expected May 2024

Value-Form Theory, History of Economic Thought,  

Labor Politics, Racial Capitalism

Phillip Rivera, 
Biology

BS, New Mexico State University 

MS, New Mexico State University 

PhD, UT Southwestern Medical Center

Drug Addiction, Learning and Memory, 

Psychoneuroimmunology, Space Radiation

Taylor Okonek,  
Mathematics, Statistics,  
and Computer Science 

B.A., St. Olaf College 

Ph.D., University of Washington, Seattle

Survey Statistics, Spatial Statistics,  

Survival Analysis, Demography

Elizabeth Engle,  
Economics 

B.A., Davidson College 

Ph.D., Harvard University

Labor Economics, Public Finance,  

Economics of Poverty


